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American Sector of Battle Front Northwest of Toul, Where German Troops Are Gathering in Great Numbers for a

JJUGE concentrations of German troops are taking place on the Woevre
Plateau, just north of the American line, and on the Meuse hills, in

the sector between Verdun and St. Mihiel, most of which is held by
American troops. Many reports of these movements are made by Ameri-
can patrols and they are confirmed by observations of the airmen.

westward In the rear of the enemy line
northwest of Toul were reported thli
'morning- - to the American patrol.

Aerial observers made similar reports,
saying that at one time the flares from
the funnels of the locomotives of several
trains were visible simultaneously.

The trains, apparently headed In the
direction of St. Mihiel. passed during
the better part of the night.

V. S. TROOPS DRIVE
INTO SECOND LINE

Airmen Win Fight, Forcing
German Plane Down.

Washinoton, June 6. Gen. I'ersh-Ing'- s

communique announces
that American and Kretich troops ad-
vanced their linos northwest of Chateau
Thierry this morning, capturing pris-
oners and inflicting severe losses In
killed and wounded on the enemy. The
statement follows :

In an attack northwest of Chateau
Thierry this morning our troops, In
conjunction with tne French, advanced
our lines of Torcy about a mile, g

prisoners rind Inflicting;
losses In killed and wounded.

There was lively nitlllery fighting
In Ivorralne last night, our batteries
executing effective reprisals and n':u.
Utilization lire

There Is nothing else of Importance
to report.

The story of how nn Amerlejn patrol
of forty men, outnumbered two to one,
held Its ground In lxirraine on the night
of June 2 for three-quarter- s of an hour
and only retired when Its ammunition
became exhausted, Is told In a continua-
tion of Oen. Pershing's communique of

cstcrday received here The
communique follows:

Section n. On the morning of June
5 Lleuts, ("amphell nnd Melsner tr- - il
down an enemy biplane east of

Between April 14 and Mjy 31 Lieut.
Douglas Campbell brought down six
hostllu airplane of which destruction
has been confirmed. During the same
time Capt, I'eterson and I.leut. er

each brought down three, of
which destruction has been confirmed,
and forced two more, the latter action
also having been confirmed.

During the night of Juno 2 to June
3 one of our patrols operjtlng In Lor-
raine, and consisting nf about forty
men, encountered a hostile patrol of
double Its Mse drawn up In skirmish
formation along n line parallel to that
of our own patrol. Hoth patrols
opened fire with ilfleH, pistols, gre-nad-

and auloinitlo rifles and each
tried to outflank the other. Our l.

In spite of being greatly out-
numbered, held its ground for three-quarte-

of an Hour, Inflicting losses
on the enemy, and retired only when
tta ammunition was almost exhausted.
Our casualties were vry light.

Durtaf the nlfht ot Juno 4 to. J una.

5 one of our patrols operating in Lor-
raine penetrated the enemy's positions
and advanced behind his second line
trenches. It Inflicted on the enemy
losses In killed and wounded nnd with-
drew successfully under covor,of bar-
rage from our Stokes mortar.
A French report of the work of an

American machine gun battalion, which
has recently been in action at Chateau
Thierry, Includes the following:

On May 31 the enemy threatened
to take Chateau Thierry, attempting
to flank the town on our left, and a
breach was produced. The Ma
chine Oun Dattallon, United States
Army, was Immediately thrown Into
Chateau Thierry simultaneously with
a colonial Infantry battalion. Imme-
diately the Americans reenforced the
entire defence, especially at the ends
of the bridge. Their courage nnd
ability as marksmen evoked the admi-
ration nf all.

Crushed by our Are, the enemy hesi-
tated, and as a result of counter at-
tacks vigorously supported by Ameri-
can machlno guns, they were thrown
beyond the edges of the town. Cha-
teau Tlnlerry remained entirely In our
hands. On June l, toward evening,
taking advantage nf the darkness, the
Germans stole toward the large bridge,
ln which direction they penetrated
through the western suburbs to the
hanks of the Marne. In order to mask
their movements they made use of
smoke bombs, which made the aim of
the machine guns very difficult. At
the came time the town underwent an
extremely violent bombardment. At
the moment when the Oermana arrived
on the largo bridge, and believed them-
selves to be In possession of the same,
a terrlfls explosion destroyed the cen-
tral pier, Some Germans who had al-

ready crossed were taken on the south
bank,

The American machine gun" held
the south bank nnd gave protection
for the withdrawal of the troops re-

tiring from the northern section for
the purpose nf crossing the hrldgo
prior to Its destruction. Here again
the courage of the Americans was

all praise. The colonials them-
selves, though accustomed to nets of
bravery, were struck by the wonderful
morale In the face of fire, the coolness
and the extraordinary steadiness of
their allies.

The watchfulness of the Americans
never failed them, and with their ma-chi-

guns playing upon the ap-
proaches of the destroyed bridges and
font bridges they prevented any

by the enemy, They will be
relieved nt the same time ns the
French troops at the side of whom
they fought. The French command,
knowing (heir Just pride, feared that
they would have humiliated these
valiant troops If they had offered thern
rest sooner than their French com-
panion In the fight, The episode of
the Chateau Thierry will remain one
nf the most memorable deed of thl
war. It'la a pleasure ,t all of ut to

Whether it is the German plan to attack in force in the district or
to direct the blow at some other point nearby is not yet clear. It has
been the practice of the Germans heretofore when checked in a drive to
shift their attack to a new sector and since it has become clear that the
offensive on the Marne has been stopped, for a time at least, such a
shift has been looked for by the French and British experts, many of

know that our valiant allied have
shared with us there.

U. S. TROOPS PREPARE
FOR OPEN WARFARE

Training Is Being Concen-
trated on Offensive Tactici.

Washinoton. June 6. American troops
In training at borne aro beln; especially
schooled now In preparation for the for-

ward movement of the allied armies
to follow the ultimate crushing

of Germany's offensive power. Orders
have been Issued to division commanders
to lay greater strew upon training for
open warfare and reduce the time de-

voted to teaching trench specialties.
Tho men are being hardened to long

marches, receive target practice without
end and nre thoroughly trained In take
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care of themselves In the give and take
of open combat.

Military observers say this change In
the midst of the greatest effort of tho
Oerman Oeneral Staff ot the entire war
8pe-.i- significantly of the spirit, of con-
fidence that pervades the councils and
armies of A.nerlca and the Allies. When
many of t He men now In training here
reach Frr.nce long marches and awlft
manoeuvring against a retreating foe
may well be the order of the day.

L Influential officers returning from the
iron l nave oeen Insisting recently upon
greater attention to general elements
of warfnre nnd less to the fine details
of position fljhtlng In fixed trench lines.
These officers say that the American
rldicr takes naturally to training of

this sort and that he should be devel-
oped as highly as pooslble In all round
soldiering, leaving the details of trench
warfare education to he added by a
brief to courso when he
reiches France. This view found ready
sympathy here, for It Is believed the
old stalemate of the trench lines has
been broken, never to be restored.

kUITE apart

whom see in the American sector northwest of Toul the logical place
for such an offensive.

Renewed bombardments of the American lines here in the last few
days and the lavish use by the Germans of gas shells may be preliminary
to such an assault. It is perhaps significant that many of the shock
troops that took part in the drive to the Marne have been withdrawn
from that district, apparently for use in the new offensive.

AMERICANS' VALOR
ELECTRIFIES FRANCE

Men Recently in Training
Camps Now in Battle.
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Paris, June 6. News of the Ameri-

can participation In the battle ot the
Marne has stirred Franco even more
perhaps than America. The country has
been electrified by the glowing reports
that come Irom the battlefield and the
aspect of Impatience, which at times
characterized French feeling In rcgird
to America's preparations, seemed to

; vanish as If by magic.
In official quarters, where oonfldenci

always has existed that the American
participation would bear fruit, an un-

usual feeling of satisfaction prevailed
that all that they had claimed for tho
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Americans had been justified by tho
fighting In Veullly Wood.

The boulevards presented an unusually
l animated appearance when this news
came out ; me newspapers were imugm
eagerly and everybody thowed marked
signs of real pleasure on reading In the
French official statement the tribute to
the Americans on the Marne. The gen-

eral feeling found expression In the
phrase, often repeated: "The Americans
have kept their word."

Others recalled that only eleven
months ago Gen. Pershing was leaving

i America with the akeletnu of an army.
That army, no longer a in

a magnificent part In the great
battle on the world's greatest battle Held

In thl connection the oorriiiidcni
of Tim Sl'N Is able to Msle on the au
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The first important fighting by American troops in the war took
place at Seicheprey, nearly in the middle of the line where it crosses the
Woevre Plateau. Since then there has been intermittent fighting on this
sector increasing recently in rcope and intensity, but without any large
operation.

thority of a high French official that all
tho men who have been In training
ramp in France up to not long ago
haw joen employed In the present fight-
ing.

It Ik this practical aid of an army
whose numbors, although It la not per-
mitted to state them, cannot be rldl- -
culed that has so warmed the hearts of
French soldier, the Government leaders
and the 'whole people.

'Sick and wounded arrive.
ao .Men eat From I'rniicn I.nst

lllilf nf Mn.
Washington. June ti. During the

wrek end-- May 21 1S4 sick and

wounded soldiers of the American ex-
peditionary forces were landed In this
country. For the week ended May :i
sixteen arrived.

The soldiers have been sent to vari-
ous at my hospital.

Hlesrn ttlort- - Win tho Cross.
By Me Attociated Fret:

With tiir American Army in Fiuvcr.
June C, lileven more officers and "ie'i
of the American expeditionary fonv
have been awurded the Distinguished
Scrsico Cross.

They Include three railway engine.""
who distinguished themselves In the nlirl"
November so at Oouzeaucourt, in tn
Camhral sinr. tvhnn th, ,v,.t-- i hi- -

' diopped their tools ami aided In beating
I off a Mifprlse attack by the cneim
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